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Nature,scope,functionandsystemsofsecondary
andhighersecondaryeducation

FunctionsofSecondaryEducation

TheSixImportantFunctionsofSecondaryEducation

1.TheAdjustiveorAdaptionFunction:Establishmentoffixed habitsof

reactiontoauthority.

2.TheIntegratingorConformityFunction:Developlikemindedness,unityin

thoughtandhabit.

3.TheDiagnosticandDirectiveFunction:Labelchildrentomarkthem inthe

classstructure.

4.TheDifferentiatingFunction:Divideandconquerstrategytoimmobilizein

socialstructure.

5.TheSelectiveFunction:Preservationofthefavouredraces.(Darwin)This



refersnottohumanchoiceatallbuttoDarwin’stheoryofnaturalselection

asappliedtowhathecalled“thefavouredraces.”

6.ThePropaedeuticFunction:Groomingofthoseinhigherclassestomanage

thelowerclasses.

Accordingtosecondaryeducationcommission(1952-53):

1.Tobringallrounddevelopmentamongthelearner.

2.Totraintheyoungmassofthecountrytobegoodcitizenswhowill

becompetenttoplaytheirparteffectivelyinthesocialandeconomic

developmentofthecountry.

3.To promotesocialvirtues,intellectualdevelopmentand practical

skillsofstudents.

4.To Train characterofstudents to enable them to participate

creativelyascitizensintheemergingsocialorder.

5.Toimprovepracticalandvocationalefficiencyofthestudents.

6.Todevelopascientificattitudeofmindtothinkobjectively.

7.To inculcate the qualities necessaryforliving harmoniouslyand

efficientlywithone’sfellowmen.

8.Todevelopartisticandculturalinterestswhichareessentialforself-

expressionanddevelopmentofallroundpersonalityofpupils.

AccordingtoIndianEducationCommission(1964-66):

1.Themainobjectiveis“nationalreconstructionbyraisingthestandard

oflivingofourpeople.”

2.Theeducationistomeettheneedsofamodernizingdemocraticand

socialisticsociety.

3.Itwouldpromoteproductivity.

4.Itwouldstrengthensocialandnationalintegration.

5.Itwouldconsolidatedemocracytoadoptasawayoflife.



6.Itwouldacceleratethepaceofmodernization.

7.Itwouldenablestudentstoparticipateinproductiveworkinschool,

home,workshop,form andfactoryetc.

8.Itwould develop social,moraland spiritualvalues among the

students.

As per the recommendations of Indian Education commission,

educationwasreconstructedfortheeconomicandculturaldevelopmentof

the country. Importance was given on qualitative development of

secondaryeducationbyrelatingeducationwiththereallifesituationsof

thestudents.

TheNPE,1986andtheRevisedNPE,1992havediscussedaboutthe

aimsandobjectivesofeducationingeneraloutofwhichsomearerelevant

tosecondaryeducation.

Theyareasfollows:

1.Secondaryeducationismeantessentiallyforallrounddevelopment,

materialandspiritual.

2.Itdevelopsmanpowerfordifferentlevelsoftheeconomy,ultimately

promotingself-reliance.

3.Itdevelopsasenseofgoodcitizenshipamongthelearners.

4.It would inculcate democratic values,rights and duties in a

democraticsetupamongthestudents.

5.Itwould strengthen the “whole world as one family”view and

motivates,theyoungergenerationsforinternationalco-operationand

peacefulco-existence.

6.Itshouldprovideequalityofeducationalopportunityforallnotonlyin

access,butalsointheconditionsforsuccess.

7.Itwouldinculcateinchildrenscientifictemperandindependenceof



mind.

8.Minimum LevelsofLearning(MLL)wouldbelaiddownandsteps

needbytakenforfosteringamongstudentsanunderstandingofa

diverseculturalandsocialsystemsofthepeople.

9.Itenablesto develop physicalhealth through physicaleducation

amongthestudents.

Besidesthese,thesecondaryeducationshouldbebasedonanational

curricularframeworkwhichcontainsacommoncorealongwithother

componentsthatareflexible.

The common core would include the history ofIndia’s Freedom

Movementtheconstitutionalobligationsandtheothercontentessentialto

natureandnationalidentity.Promotionofvocationalefficiencyshouldform

anintegralpartofsecondaryeducation.
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